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NMFS Announces a Final Rule to Adjust Quotas, and Establish Fishing 
Seasons for the 2008 First Season in the Large Coastal Shark, Small Coastal 

Shark, and Pelagic Shark Fisheries 

The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) announces quotas and season opening and 
closing dates for the 2008 first trimester season quotas for large coastal sharks (LCS), small 
coastal sharks (SCS), and pelagic sharks based on over- or underharvests from the 2007 first 
trimester fishing season. Specifically, NMFS will close the LCS fishery in all regions for the 
2008 first and second trimester seasons. The SCS and pelagic shark fisheries will open on 
January 1,2008, and will remain open during the first trimester season, as long as quota is 
available (Table 1). The measures in this action will remain effective until they are replaced by 
those implemented under Amendment 2 to the Consolidated HMS FMP. If Amendment 2 to the 
Consolidated HMS FMP is finalized and effective after the start of the 2008 second trimester 
season, May 1,2008, the SCS and pelagic shark fisheries will open on May 1,2008 with the 
baseline quotas. As such, there will be no rulemaking establishing LCS, SCS and pelagic shark 
quotas and seasons for the 2008 second trimester. 

During the first trimester season of 2007, the South Atlantic region landed 16.0 mt dw with no 
LCS quota available (-1 12.9 mt dw) and 28.7 mt dw (9.3 percent) of their SCS quota. The Gulf 
of Mexico region landed 186.9 mt dw (300 percent) of their LCS quota and 14.7 mt dw (97.4 
percent) of their SCS quota. The North Atlantic region experienced underharvests for both LCS 
and SCS. The management measures seek to address extensive overharvests in the South 
Atlantic and Gulf of Mexico regions in 2006 and 2007 and take into consideration the results of 
the recent stock assessments which have indicated that a number of shark stocks are overfished 
and experiencing overfishing. 

This notice is a courtesy to the HMS fishery participants to help keep you informed about your 
fishery. Official notice of Federal actions is made through filing such notice with the Office of 
Federal Register. For further information on this proposed rule and its requirements, contact 
LeAnn S. Hogan or Michael Clark at 301-713-2347. Copies of the final rule and final 
Environmental Assessment/Regulatory Impact ReviewFinal Regulatory Flexibility Analysis are 
available upon request from the Highly Migratory Species Management Division, 13 15 East- 
West Highway, Silver Spring, MD 20910 (phone: 301-713-2347, fax: 301-713-1917). The 
information is also posted on the HMS website at: httl,://www.nmfs.noaa.li.ov/sfa~hms/. 
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